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NAB is an interesting show. If you’ve ever wondered how they do that stuff on TV, this is the place to find out. 

The primary products being presented are hardware and software, no surprise!

The hardware includes video cameras, lighting equipment and transport cases. The software includes what you need to prepare your nightly newscast, spruce up the weather presentation with live info, use green-screening in a way that puts the announcer in a wholly different environment (3-D). There were a lot of drones, too!

If you watch the evening news, you may sometimes see the video operator with a large camera device on wheels, with steering handles out on the side. There were many of these on exhibit. There were several vendors with five or six of these large units trained on a display room with a model or two (good-looking, of course) reading a book or whatever.

The video cameras were focused on various parts of the room which had an array of objects with many brilliant colors. The presentation was aimed at showing you how each of the different pieces of video equipment showed off the display room on the video camera’s TV, but also on a large monitor placed below.

Lighting equipment includes a broad array of lights, reflectors, cabling and enhancers. Each of these shown by many vendors. The lights themselves ranged from very bright illumination to multi-LED apparatus. Most were designed for indoor use, but some were clearly for outdoor. The TV reporter “on-site” type of presentation comes to mind.

Transport cases are required to protect the valuable hardware when in transit from one place to another. They vary from those for handheld cameras to those to protect the large video cameras used on TV.

Each case is filled with tailored padding to fit a particular physical device, surrounded by shock-proof material. The exterior is hard plastic to survive the hard knocks that occur in transport. Latches and locks complete the package.

The software packages available to broadcasters ranged from those that provide real-time data and pictures about weather to full-scale 3_D sets in green screen. The latter was really impressive. The demo used election results from the most recent presidential election. Each state had vote totals changing before your eyes and even county data was available. 

One company had a green screen application that put the announcer into a vivid newsroom set with display panels showing active pictures of sports (all green screen, remember). One impressive part was the ability to use an elevator to descend a couple of floors below the set for a different subject. Again, all green screen, not real. The announcer could also place a display panel in front of him, pick it up, turn it and move it to a different location.

I was impressed with these software applications. No price was available, but I assume that they are not cheap. Technician training also has to be paid for.

The many drones on display were interesting as news and information gathering units. Each of the drones had camera attachments on gimbals, so that not only could the drone be maneuvered here and there, but the camera could be oriented in any direction from a handheld control unit.

One of the interesting camera lens displays showed some 55 detachable lenses, from small to huge!

An unusual aspect of this show was that that few of companies were ones I recognized. Even the largest vendor spaces were by companies unknown to me. There’s a world out there that’s not well known outside the industry!
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